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Entrepreneurs given the chance to own franchise
February 6, 2012

Franchisors with available property in southeast
Georgia are going to be presenting their business opportunities in Savannah, Ga. Cathey Petkash of
Frannet, the Franchise Connection, is proud to host the “Meet the Franchisor” event.
Meet the Franchisor is an event designed to provide opportunities for potential local entrepreneurs.
Select franchisors looking to expand in the southeast Georgia area will be presenting their business
models. After their presentations, attendees will have the opportunity to meet one-on-one with the
franchise representatives. The chance to discuss legal, accounting and business plan questions with
professionals will be available as well. Benetrends, a company specializing in franchise and small
business financing, will be presenting on alternative funding for small businesses.
In addition Hackcock Askew and Co. Accountants and Advisors and Hunter Maclean Attorneys will be
present to address question in their professional areas. The Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
of the University of Georgia and SCORE offices will be available for advising also. The event will take
place at the Coastal Georgia Center in Savannah, Ga. Registration is free and can be completed on line
here. For more information contact Cathey Petkash at cpetkash@frannet.com.

Applications available for 2012 TAG Business Launch
February 6, 2012

The Technology Association of Georgia (TAG) Business
Launch 2012 applications are now available. The TAG Business Launch is competition designed to assist
Georgia-based technology start-up companies. The TAG Business Launch gives starting entrepreneurs
the opportunity of a seasoned mentor, $50,000 in cash and access to over $400,000 in a personalized
suite of services.
The competition takes place over a period of four months where applicants have the opportunity to
present their business plans to an elite group of judges made up of influencers and investors in the
community. Every qualified applicant will receive publicity as well as a mentor to help them along
through the process.
The process concludes with the finalists presenting their business plan to a panel of entrepreneurs,
capitalists, and angel investors from around the country. To enter the competition, applicants must first
submit a simple preliminary application before Feb. 24. A more extensive and final entry will be due
March 16. The finalists will receive over $400,000 in cash prizes to assure the start-up company has
everything in place to be successful.
Entries of Internet technologies including software and hardware, online services or backend
technologies are invited to compete. For more information on how to apply, click here or visit the
GRA/TAG Business Launch webpage here.

Speed mentoring conference welcomes small
businesses
February 6, 2012

The Savannah Morning News and Comcast are proud
to present a speed mentoring conference open to Savannah area small business owners on Thursday,
March 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The conference will be held at the Savannah Morning News
Auditorium.
The conference provides an opportunity for small business owners to learn and gain experience from
top executives with years of experience in the small business field. The conference will consist of 25
minutes sessions with mentors covering a wide variety of topics and a presentation by the current
President of Columbus State University Dr. Timothy Mescon.
The topics covered during the mentoring sessions include: Finding the Money, the Power of Social
Media, Finding Your Niche, When to Outsource, HR Headaches, Cash Flow–Business Lifeblood, Pricing
for Profit, Understanding Financial Reports, Preparing a Budget, and Which Product or Service to Keep
and Creating Ads that Sell.
Participants will enjoy these sessions conducted by members of the Savannah chapter of SCORE and the
University of Georgia Small Business Development Center. Top executives from area businesses will be
available to help assist the process as well. Mescon previously served as the dean at the Michael J. Coles
College of Business at Kennesaw State University in Atlanta. He is the author of over 200 of articles and
has co-authored four books including his latest being Entrepreneurship: Venture Initiation, Management
and Development. He also has co-authored an audiotape series entitled Management Excellence for
Nightingale-Conant.
Having written much about retail banking, bank marketing and creativity in the financial services
industry, Dr. Mescon is prepared to make a presentation during the lunch portion of the conference.
Registration for the speed mentoring conference begins at 8 a.m. including coffee and refreshments.
Registration cost is $19.95 per person and an extra $9.95 for any additional members of the same
organization. The cost includes the mentoring sessions, lunch and Dr. Mescon’s presentation.

Participants will also have the opportunity to schedule a follow-up appointment. For more information
or to register, call SCORE at (912)652-4335, email info@scoresav.org or visit
http://www.savannah.score.org.

E-Zone Forum: How to Get the Most Out of Your
Marketing Dollar
February 6, 2012
The Entrepreneurial Zone is now hosting monthly workshops to assist small businesses. The topic of the
next event will be “How to Get the Most Out of Your Marketing Dollar,” which will consist of three
special guest speakers (click on the link below). If you are interested in attending, please let us know as
we only have 30 seats available. If you know of anyone who would be interested please invite
them. RSVP to Matt Chambers at: mc00530@georgiasouthern.edu

